Where is the Holy Spirit?

A compilation of Ellen White’s writings that show Lucifer (Satan) was
once next to Christ in the courts of Heaven

By Terry Hill

The reason | compiled these quotes from the spirit of prophecy is that there seems to be,
amongst trinitarian Seventh-day Adventists, those who believe and teach that the Holy
Spirit is another divine being exactly the same as God and Christ are divine beings
(identical, coequal, coeternal and of the same nature etc). If that is the case, then why
did Ellen White, God’s messenger to the remnant, repeatedly say that it was Lucifer
(Satan) who was next to Christin Heaven and not the Holy Spirit? After all, is not the Holy
Spirit said to be, from the same source (the spirit of prophecy), the “third person of the
Godhead” (Desire of Ages page 671)? This is why | am asking: if the Holy Spirit is the third
person of the Godhead, then why was Lucifer said to be next to Christ, and not the Holy
Spirit? Surely there must be a reason.
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The nature of the Holy Spirit a mystery.

Itis not essential for us to be able to define just what the Holy Spirit is. Christ tells
us that the Spirit is the Comforter, “the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the
Father.” It is plainly declared regarding the Holy Spirit that, in His work of guiding
men into all truth, “He shall not speak of Himself.” John 15:26; 16:13.

The nature of the Holy Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot explain it, because the Lord
has notrevealed it to them. Men having fanciful views may bring together passages
of Scripture and put a human construction on them, but the acceptance of these
views will not strengthen the church. Regarding such mysteries, which are too
deep for human understanding, silence is golden.” (Ellen G. White, Acts of the
Apostles, page 52, ‘The Gift of the Spirit’, 1911)
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Note: The following compilation of Ellen White’s writings is not intended to be a comprehensive
study of what has been revealed through the spirit of prophecy concerning the Holy Spirit. As has
been said above, it was compiled simply to show that Ellen White said it was Lucifer (Satan) who
was next to Christ in the courts of Heaven — and not the Holy Spirit. For a more comprehensive
compilation of what Ellen White wrote about the Holy Spirit, please go here

https://www.theprophetstillspeaks.co.uk/Articles_pdf/EGW_compilation_Holy_Spirit.pdf

Where is the Holy Spirit (the third person of the Godhead)?

“Satan, the archdeceiver, possesses wonderful talents. He was once an exalted
angel, next to Christ. He fell through self-exaltation, and created a rebellion in heaven,
and caused many to fall with him. Then his talents and skill were employed against the
government of God, to cause all whom he could control to despise the authority of
heaven. Those who are charmed with his Satanic majesty may choose to imitate this
fallen general and share with him his fate at last.” (Ellen G. White, Testimonies Volume 1,
page 440, 1855)

<>

“The Lord has shown me that Satan was once an honored angel in heaven, next to Jesus
Christ. His countenance was mild, expressive of happiness like the other angels. His
forehead was high and broad, and showed great intelligence. His form was perfect. He
had a noble, majestic bearing. And | saw that when God said to his Son, Let us make man
in our image, Satan was jealous of Jesus. He wished to be consulted concerning the
formation of man. He was filled with envy, jealousy and hatred. He wished to be the
highest in heaven, next to God, and receive the highest honors. Until this time all
heaven was in order, harmony and perfect subjection to the government of God.” (Ellen
G. White, Spiritual Gifts Volume 1, page 17, 1858)

<>

“Satan, the archdeceiver, possesses wonderful talents. He was once an exalted
angel, next to Jesus Christ. He fell through self-exaltation, and created a rebellion
in Heaven, and many fell with him. Then his talents and skill were employed against the
government of God, to cause all whom he could control to despise the authority of
Heaven. Those who are charmed with his Satanic majesty, may choose to imitate this
fallen general, and share with him his fate at last.” (Ellen G. White, Testimony for the
Church No. 10, page 48, 1864)

<>

“Satan in Heaven, before his rebellion, was a high and exalted angel, next in honor
to God’s dear Son. His countenance, like those of the other angels, was mild and
expressive of happiness. His forehead was high and broad, showing a powerful intellect.
His form was perfect; his bearing noble and majestic. A special light beamed in his
countenance, and shone around him brighter and more beautiful than around the other
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angels; yetJesus, God’s dear Son, had the pre-eminence over all the angelic host. He was
one with the Father before the angels were created. Satan was envious of Christ, and
gradually assumed command which devolved on Christ alone.” (Ellen G. White, The Spirit
of Prophecy Volume 1, page 17, 1870)

<>

“They (angels) told Adam and Eve that God would not compel them to obey—that he had
not removed from them power to go contrary to his will; that they were moral agents, free
to obey or disobey. There was but one prohibition that God had seen fit to lay upon them
as yet. If they should transgress the will of God, they would surely die. They told Adam
and Eve that the most exalted angel, next in order to Christ, refused obedience to the
law of God which he had ordained to govern heavenly beings; that this rebellion had
caused war in Heaven which resulted in the rebellious being expelled therefrom, and
every angel was driven out of Heaven who united with him in questioning the authority of
the great Jehovah; and that this fallen foe was now an enemy to all that concerned the
interest of God and his dear Son.” (Ellen G. White, Spirit of Prophecy Volume 1, page 33,
1870)

<>

“The divine Son of God saw that no arm but his own could save fallen man, and he
determinedto help man. He leftthe fallen angels to perish in their rebellion, but stretched
forth his hand to rescue perishing man. The angels who were rebellious were dealt with
according to the light and experience they had abundantly enjoyed in Heaven. Satan, the
chief of the fallen angels, once had an exalted position in Heaven. He was next in honor
to Christ. The knowledge which he, as well as the angels who fell with him, had of the
character of God, of his goodness, his mercy, wisdom, and excellent glory, made their
guilt unpardonable.” (Ellen G. White, Redemption; or the Temptation of Christ in The
Wilderness, page 18, 1874)

<>

“The divine Son of God saw that no arm but his own could save fallen man. He determined
to help man. He left the fallen angels to perish in their rebellion, but stretched forth his
hand to rescue perishing man. The angels who were rebellious were dealt with according
to the light and experience they had abundantly enjoyed in Heaven. Satan, the chief of
the fallen angels, once had an exalted position in Heaven. He was next in honor
to Christ. The knowledge which he, as well as the angels who fell with him, had of the
character of God, of his goodness, his mercy, wisdom, and excellent glory, made their
guilt unpardonable.” (Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, February 24th 1874)

<>

“In the controversy between Christ and Satan, the character of God was now fully
vindicated in his act of banishing from Heaven the fallen angel, who had once been
exalted next to Christ. All Heaven, and the worlds that had not fallen through sin, had



been withesses to the controversy between Christ and Satan. With what intense interest
had they followed the closing scenes of the conflict! They had beheld the Saviour enter
the garden of Gethsemane, his soul bowed down by a horror of darkness that he had
never before experienced. An overmastering agony had wrenched from his lips the bitter
cry forthat cup, if possible, to pass from him. A terrible amazement, as he felt his Father’s
presence withdrawn from him, had filled his divine spirit with a shuddering dread. He was
sorrowful, with a bitterness of sorrow exceeding that of the last great struggle with death;
the sweat of blood was forced from his pores, and fell in drops upon the ground. Thrice
the same prayer for deliverance had been wrung from his lips. Heaven had been unable
to longer endure the sight, and had sent a messenger of consolation to the prostrate Son
of God, fainting and dying under the accumulated guilt of the world.” (Ellen G. White, The
Spirit of Prophecy Volume 3, page 184, 1878)

<>

“Satan in heaven, before his rebellion, was a high and exalted angel, next in honor
to God’s dear Son. His countenance, like those of the other angels, was mild and
expressive of happiness. His forehead was high and broad, showing a powerful intellect.
His form was perfect; his bearing noble and majestic. A special light beamed in his
countenance, and shone around him brighter and more beautiful than around the other
angels; yetJesus, God’s dear Son, had the pre-eminence over all the angelic host. He was
one with the Father before the angels were created. Satan was envious of Christ, and in
his ambition assumed command which devolved on Christ alone.” (Ellen G. White, Signs
of the Times, January 9th 1879)

<>

They (angels) told Adam and Eve that God would not compel them to obey—that he had
not removed from them power to go contrary to his will; they were moral agents, free to
obey or disobey. There was but one prohibition that God had as yet seen fit to lay upon
them. If they should transgress the will of God, they would surely die. They told them also,
that the most exalted angel, next in order to Christ, had refused obedience to the law
of God which he had ordained to govern heavenly beings; that this rebellion had caused
war in Heaven, and as the result the rebel leader and every angel who united with him in
questioning the authority of the great Jehovah, had been driven out of Heaven; and that
this fallen foe was now an enemy to all that concerned the interest of God and his dear
Son.” (Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, January 16th 1879)

<>

“Satan was once an honored angelin heaven, next to Christ. His countenance, like those
of the other angels, was mild and expressive of happiness. His forehead was high and
broad, showing great intelligence. His form was perfect; his bearing noble and majestic.
But when God said to His Son, “Let us make man in our image,” Satan was jealous of
Jesus. He wished to be consulted concerning the formation of man, and because he was
not, he was filled with envy, jealousy, and hatred. He desired to receive the highest
honors in heaven next to God.” (Ellen G. White, Early Writings, 145, 1882)



<>

“Sin originated with him, who, next to Christ, stood highest in the favor of God, and
highest in power and glory among the inhabitants of Heaven. Before his fall, Lucifer was
the covering cherub, holy and undefiled. The prophet of God declares, “Thou wast perfect
in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.” [Ezekiel
28:15.] Peace and joy, in perfect submission to the will of Heaven, existed throughout the
angelic host. Love to God was supreme, love for one another impartial. Such was the
condition that existed for ages before the entrance of sin.” (Ellen G. White, The Spirit of
Prophecy Volume 4, page 316, 1884)

<>

“The justice of God was now fully vindicated in his act of banishing from heaven the fallen
angel who had once been exalted next to Christ. AllHeaven, and the worlds that had not
fallen by sin, had been witnesses to the controversy between Christ and Satan. With
intense interest had they followed the closing scenes of the conflict. They had beheld the
Saviour enter the garden of Gethsemane, his soul bowed down by a horror of darkness
that he had never before experienced. An overmastering agony had wrenched from his
lips the bitter cry for that cup, if possible, to pass from him. A terrible amazement had
filled his Divine spirit with shuddering dread, as he felt his Father’s presence removed
from him. He was sorrowful, with a bitterness of sorrow exceeding that of the last great
struggle with death; the sweat of blood was forced from his pores, and fell in drops upon
the ground. Thrice the prayer for deliverance had been wrung from his lips. Heaven had
been unable to longer endure the sight, and had sent a messenger of consolation to the
prostrate Son of God, fainting and dying under the accumulated guilt of the world.” (Ellen
G. White, Present Truth [UK], February 18th 1886)

<>

“Before the entrance of evil, there was peace and joy throughout the universe. Allwas in
perfect harmony with the Creator’s will. Love for God was supreme, love for one another
impartial. Christ the Word, the only begotten of God, was one with the eternal Father,—
one in nature, in character, and in purpose,—the only being in all the universe that
could enterinto allthe counsels and purposes of God. .... Butthere was one that chose
to pervert this freedom. Sin originated with him, who, next to Christ, had been most
honored of God, and who stood highest in power and glory among the inhabitants of
Heaven.” (Ellen G. White, Great Controversy page 493, 1888)

<>

“Christ’s humiliation is not understood and not appreciated. Forty days and nights Jesus
was subjected to the temptations of the enemy—the one who was once an angel next to
Christ in majesty and glory in the heavenly courts. Itis stated, Thou wast exalted because
of thy beauty, et cetera. But he wanted to have the place of Christ, and Christ was one
with the Infinite God; and because this was not accorded him, he became jealous, and
he was the originator of sin.” (Ellen G. White, Ms 57 1890)



<>

“The Sovereign of the universe was not alone in His work of beneficence. He had an
associate—a co-worker who could appreciate His purposes, and could share His joy in
giving happiness to created beings. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God.” John 1:1, 2.
Christ, the Word, the only begotten of God, was one with the eternal Father—one in
nature, in character, in purpose—the only being that could enter into all the counsels
and purposes of God.” (Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, page 34, 1890)

<>

“Sin originated with him who, next to Christ, had been most honored of God and was
highestin power and glory among the inhabitants of heaven. Lucifer, “son of the morning,”
was first of the covering cherubs, holy and undefiled. He stood in the presence of the
great Creator, and the ceaseless beams of glory enshrouding the eternal God rested upon
him.” (Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, page 35, 1890)

<>

“To dispute the supremacy of the Son of God, thus impeaching the wisdom and love of
the Creator, had become the purpose of this prince of angels. To this object he was about
to bend the energies of that master mind, which, next to Christ’s, was first among the
hosts of God. But He who would have the will of all His creatures free, left none
unguarded to the bewildering sophistry by which rebellion would seek to justify itself.
Before the great contest should open, all were to have a clear presentation of His will,
whose wisdom and goodness were the spring of all their joy.” (Ellen G. White, Patriarchs
and Prophets, page 36, 1890)

<>

“Satan was next in power to Christ; he was highly exalted the covering cherub, and none
but Christ could engage in battle with him, enduring successfully the temptations with
which he had beset the human family.” (Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, March 26th
1894)

<>

“Satan was nextin power to Christ; he was highly exalted, the covering cherub, and
none but Christ could engage in battle with him, enduring successfully the temptations
with which he had beset the human family.” (Ellen G. White, Bible Echo, August 6th 1894)

<>

“Speaking of Satan, our Lord says that “he abode not in the truth.” [John 8:44.] He was
once the covering cherub, glorious in beauty and holiness. He was next to Christin
exaltation and character. It was with Satan that self-exaltation had its origin. He became



jealous of Christ, and falsely accused Him, and then laid blame upon the Father. He was
envious of the position that was held by Christ and the Father, and he turned from his
allegiance to the high Commander of heaven, and lost his high and holy estate.” (Ellen G.
White, Lt43 1895, to J. H. Kellogg, June 14" 1895)

<>

“Speaking of Satan, our Lord says that “he abode not in the truth.” He was once the
covering cherub, glorious in beauty and holiness. He was next to Christ in exaltation and
character. It was with Satan that self-exaltation had its origin. He became jealous of
Christ, and falsely accused him, and then laid blame upon the Father. He was envious of
the position that was held by Christ and the Father, and he turned from his allegiance to
the Commander of heaven and lost his high and holy estate. Though the angels had a
knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ, though they were happy in the glorious service
which they did for the King of heaven, yet, through his crooked representations of Christ
and the Father, the evil one deceived a great company of angels, drew them into
sympathy with himself, and associated them with himself in rebellion. Satan and his
sympathizers became the avowed antagonists of God, established their own infernal
empire, and set up a standard of rebellion against the God of heaven. All the principalities
and powers of evil rallied to the work of overthrowing the government of God.” (Ellen G.
White, Review and Herald, October 22nd 1895)

<>

“Satan was not a rough specimen of humanity. He had been one of the highest
angels next to Christ. All his beauty and intelligence and excellence was derived from
God. But he misapplied his powers, broke his connection with God, and apostatized. And
by practice he has an ever increasing knowledge of transgression. He has an ever
increasing energy in using that acquired knowledge. Thought is poisoned, and the force
of wickedness, the abuse of his powers to hurt and destroy God’s heritage, will measure
the daring of humanity, and their cruel satanic treatment of man against his fellow man.
The more pain they can cause, the more complete is their work in destroying God’s
heritage, and the more joy they give to the fallen apostate.” (Ellen G. White, Ms104 1897)

<>

“Mansions are prepared for allwho have subjected themselves in obedience to the divine
law. And in order that the human family might have no excuse because of Satan’s
temptations, Christ became one with them. The only Being who was one with God lived
the law in humanity, descended to the lowly life of a common laborer, and toiled at
the carpenter’s bench with His earthly parent. He lived the life which He requires of all
who claim to be His children. Thus was cut off the powerful argument of Satan that God
required of humanity a self-denial and subjection that He would not Himself render. And
thus was taken from Satan’s hands the weapons he designed to use against God.” (Ellen
G. White, Lt121 1897 to Brother and Sister Peter Wessels, 20" February 1897, see also
Signs of the Times, October 14" 1897)



<>

“Not the smallest jot or tittle of His law has ever been given over to Satan to be
manipulated according to his fancy. If this could ever have been done, it would have been
when the matter was first agitated in the heavenly courts. But there the first intimation of
a change in God’s law was met by a decided No. This led to a battle in heaven, and
Satan, next to Christ the most exalted being, in the heavenly court, was overcome, and
with his sympathizers cast out of heaven. Thus it was shown that Satan was not right, and
that God has not abolished His law, as the prince of darkness claimed that He should.”
(Ellen G. White, Ms4a 1898)

<>

“Speaking of Satan Christ said, “He abode notin the truth.” [John 8:44.] There are in every
age souls of whom these words might be spoken. Before his fall Satan was highly exalted.
His position was next to that of Christ, and he was radiant with holiness. But he swerved
from his allegiance to the blessed and only Potentate. He lost his high position. He
became an avowed antagonist of God, and influenced others to unite with him against
God. Planting the standard of rebellion, he rallied the supporters if his disaffection, that
evil might become a power against God.” (Ellen G. White, Ms121 1898)

<>

“God requires obedience to his law. But Satan, ever since his fall, has been working
against this law. He created disaffection in heaven by his ambition to be higher than
Christ, the Commander of the heavenly host; and then he attacked the law of Jehovah.
He held a position next to Christ, and in his rebellion he carried the angels with him. With
their leader, these were expelled from heaven; and when Christ came to this earth to live
the law that Satan had declared could not be kept, Satan followed him from the manger
to the cross, doing all in his power to render his work a failure.” (Ellen G. White, Review
and Herald, May 3rd 1898)

<>

“Not the smallest jot or tittle of the law has ever been given over to Satan, to be
manipulated according to his fancy. If this could have been done, it would have been
when the matter was first agitated in the heavenly courts. But there the first intimation of
a change in God’s law was met by a decided No. This led to a battle in heaven, and
Satan, next to Christ the most exalted being in the heavenly courts, was overcome, and
with his sympathizers cast out of heaven. Thus it was shown that Satan was not in the
right, and that God had not abrogated or changed his law. This law is the transcript of his
character; and throughout the eternal ages it will remain Yea and Amen, perfect and
unalterable, without variableness or shadow of turning.” (Ellen G. White, Review and
Herald, August 9th 1898)

<>



“Speaking of Satan, Christ said, “He ... abode not in the truth.” There are in every age
souls of whom these words might be spoken. Before his fall, Satan was highly exalted.
His position was next to that of Christ, and he was radiant with holiness. But he swerved
from his allegiance to the blessed and only Potentate, and lost his high position. From
this time he became an avowed antagonist of God, and influenced others to unite with
him against God. Planting the standard of rebellion, he rallied the supporters of his
disaffection, that evil might become a power against good.” (Ellen G. White, Review and
Herald, May 9th 1899)

<>

“How shall we escape the power of one who was once an exalted angel in the heavenly
courts, next to Christ? He had the blessing of powerful intellect. He was a being full of
beauty, and personal charm. These were given him by God. Because of his exalted
holiness, he thought himself equal with God. By his deception, he led astray some of the
heavenly angels, and with these, his sympathizers, he was cast out of heaven. Then he
set up a kingdom of his own, to allure the world to his own apostate banner. How can we
resist his pretensions, and discern his false theory, which have captivated the world. It is
only through the individual experience gained through receiving a knowledge of Jesus
Christ our Lord. “As thou hast given him power over all flesh that he should give eternal
life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that they might know thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hastsent.” [John 17:2, 3.]” (Ellen G. White,
Ms111899)

<>

“The wilderness temptation which Christendured was a personal conflict with the
wicked one who had shown himself to be the author of sin. Satan was once a covering
cherub in the heavenly courts, the angel next in power to Christ Himself. But he lifted
himself up against God, and induced some of the angels to join him in rebellion. There
was war in heaven, and Satan and his followers were cast out.” (Ellen G. White, Ms 153

1899)
<>

“Satan’s position in heaven had been next to the Son of God. He was first among the
angels. His power had been debasing, but God could notrevealitinits true light and carry
all heaven in harmony with him in removing him with his evil influences. His power was
increasing, but [the] evil [was] yet unrecognized. It was a deadly power to the universe,
but for the security of the worlds and the government of heaven, it was necessary that it
should develop and be revealed in its true light.” (Ellen G. White, Ms50 1900)

<>

“The wilderness temptation which Christ endured was a personal conflict with the
wicked one who had shown himself to be the author of sin. Satan was once a covering
cherub in the heavenly courts, the angel next in power to Christ Himself. But he lifted
himself up against God, and induced some of the angels to join him in rebellion. There



was war in heaven, and Satan and his followers were cast out.” (Ellen G. White, Signs of
the Times, April 4th 1900)

<>

“The appetites and passions must be subdued and controlled, that the nerves may be
steady and the brain able to see duty clearly. This can be done through divine grace. The
gospel of Christ is the voice of duty and the voice of God. What is meant by a failure to
obey it is seen in the history of Satan, who for his disobedience was cast out of heaven.
The greatest talents and the highest gifts that could be bestowed on a created being were
given to Lucifer, the covering cherub. Before his fall he was a glorious being, occupying a
position next to Christ. But he sought to be equal with God, and brought upon himself
irretrievable ruin.” (Ellen G. White, Lt21 1901, to E. E. Franke, October 5" 1900)

<>

“We need to humble our hearts before God. We need to seek for that humility of mind
which forbids selfishness, pride, envy, and jealousy. It was jealousy that brought sin into
our world. Lucifer, the angel next to Christ in the heavenly courts, gave way to feelings of
jealousy. He aspired to the throne of God. He was determined to rule independent of God.
He sought for prerogatives which cannot be given to any created being. This led him to
revolt against God. Of this we read, “There was war in heaven: Michael and his angels
fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not;
neither was their place found any more in heaven.” [Revelation 12:7, 8.]” (Ellen G. White,
Ms 78 1901)
<>

“Satan determined to defeat God’s plan. We need not try to understand the motives
which prompted the being next to Christin the heavenly courts to bring envy and
jealousy into the ranks of the angels. To many he communicated his disaffection, and
there was war in heaven, which ended in the expulsion of Satan and his sympathizers. We
need not puzzle our minds for a reason why Satan acted as he did. Could a reason be
found, there would be excuse for sin. But there is no excuse. There is no reason why
human beings should travel over the same ground over which Satan travelled. There is no
need for them to follow the principles which led to his expulsion from heaven.” (Ellen G.
White, Ms97 1901)

<>

“Lucifer, the angel next to Christ in the heavenly courts, gave way to feelings of jealousy.
He aspired to the throne of God. He was determined to rule independent of God. He
sought for prerogatives which cannot be given to any created being. This led him to revolt
against God. Of this we read, “There was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was
their place found any more in heaven.” [Revelation 12:7, 8.]” (Ellen G. White, Ms 78 1901)

<>



“The Gospelis the voice of duty and the voice of God. What is meant by a failure to obey
its principles is shown in the history of Satan, who for his disobedience was cast out of
heaven. The highest gifts that could be bestowed in a created being were given to Lucifer,
the covering cherub. Before his fall he was a glorious being, occupying a position next to
Christin the heavenly courts. But in seeking to be equal with God he brought upon
himself irretrievable ruin.” (Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, July 10th 1901)

<>

“Among the inhabitants of heaven, Satan, next to Christ, was at one time most honored
of God, and highest in power and glory. Before his fall, Lucifer, “son of the morning,” was
first of the covering cherubs, holy and undefiled. He stood in the presence of the great
Creator, and the ceaseless beams of glory enshrouding the eternal God rested upon him.”
(Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, July 23rd 1902)

<>

“The enemy against whom we have to contend was in the courts of heaven an angel of
the highest intelligence. As the covering cherub, he stood next to Christ Himself. But he
rebelled against the law of God. His heart became lifted up because of his beauty, and
he aspired to be like the Most High. He diffused among the angels the spirit of discontent.
He endeavored to excite dissatisfaction concerning the laws that governed the heavenly
beings, intimating that these laws imposed an unnecessary restraint. He urged that
angels, since their natures were holy, should obey the dictates of their own will. He
claimed that in aspiring to greater power and honor, he was not aiming at self-exaltation,
but was seeking to secure liberty for the inhabitants of heaven, that by this means they
might attain to a higher state of existence.” (Ellen G. White, Ms 74 1903)

<>

“The author of sin was once a being possessing wonderful power and glory. The highest
of all created beings, he stood next to Christin the courts of heaven. But he did not
recognize the fact that his glorious attributes were a gift from God, and that He who had
given him these endowments could also remove them. He aspired to be like the Most
High. Not content with being the light-bearer, he desired to be the ruler of the universe.
He set himself up against God, and he was cast out of heaven, and with him a host of
angels who sympathized with him and supported him in his ambitious designs. Many of
these angels had occupied high positions in the government of God. All were enriched
with the talent of intellect and were girded with strength and glory.” (Ellen G. White, Ms 87
1903)

<>

“In heaven Satan was next to the Son of God. But he yielded to the desire for self-
exaltation, and was expelled from the heavenly courts. He came to this earth, to exercise
over man his debasing power. This power increased with the ages, but its evil was not
recoghized, and God could not arbitrarily condemn its author. Satan’s work was a deadly



peril to the universe, but for the security of the world and of the government of heaven, he
must be allowed to develop his principles in their true light.” (Ellen G. White, Youth’s
Instructor, April 16th 1903)

<>

“Evil entered the heavenly courts through the angel who, next to Christ, occupied the
most exalted position. Lucifer was the first of the covering cherubs, holy and undefiled.
Of him it is said, “Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou
hast been in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering. ... Thou art
the anointed cherub that covereth; and | have set thee so. Thou wast upon the holy
mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou
wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in
thee.” [Ezekiel 28:12-15.]” (Ellen G. White, Lt 114 1903, to Leaders in our work, May 23
71903)

<>

“Sin originated with the angel who, next to Christ, had been most honored of God and
was highest in power and glory among the inhabitants of heaven. Lucifer, “son of the
morning,” was first of the covering cherubs, holy and undefiled. [Isaiah 14:12.] He stood
in the presence of the great Creator, and the ceaseless beams of glory enshrouding the
eternal God rested upon him.” (Ellen G. White, Ms 140 1903)

<>

“God desired that a change take place and that the work of Satan be brought out in its
genuine aspect. But the exalted angel, standing next to Christ, was opposed to the Son
of God. The underworking was so subtle that it could not be made to appear before the
heavenly host as the thing that it really was; and so there was war in heaven, and Satan
was expelled with allwho would not stand on the side of loyalty to God’s government. The
Lord God stood forth as Supreme Ruler.

This condition of things had existed a long period of time before Satan was unmasked and
the evil ones expelled. Only think—a war in heaven!” (Ellen G. White, Lt 162 1906, to
Bother and Sister D. H. Kress, May 29" 1906)

<>

“Allwho are determined to hold fast to every feature of our faith should stand against the
wiles of the devil. We are all to understand that there is a fallen angel who was once next
to Christ in honor among the heavenly host. His work of deception was done in so great
secrecy that the angels in less-exalted positions supposed that he was the Ruler of
heaven. Satan made the representation that all wrong insinuations existing in heaven
originated among the angels, while he himself had made suggestions which would never
have been entertained by the angels, had he not created them. He artfully presented
these things to God, as having come from the angels, while they all originated with the



evil Satan himself.” (Ellen G. White, Lt 292 1906, to Bother and Sister D. H. Kress,
September 4" 1906)

<>

“Why is it that the world has gone astray? Because Lucifer, the son of the morning,
one next to Jesus Christ, one that was highly exalted, committed the first sin. Jealousy,
envy, evil surmising, all were brought in, and were hidden in that brain, that he was
allowed to develop what was in him. Of course, God knew there would have to be a
division. And here he worked underhanded in every way possible, to supersede God and
Christ and to take Their position. There was war in heaven at last. His underhanded work
must come to the surface.” (Ellen G. White, Ms 142 1906)

<>

“What we want is a right hold from above. God wants to find a people who are keeping
His commandments, whom He can introduce into heaven, and it will not create a second
rebellion. There has been one rebellion, and they had to turn out a large number of the
angels of God which had been contaminated by one who had been the most exalted
angel next to Jesus Christ.” (Ellen G. White, Ms 140 1906)

<>

“So long as all created beings acknowledged the allegiance of love, there was perfect
harmony throughout the universe of God.” But “there was one who perverted the freedom
that God had granted to His creatures. Sin originated with him, who, next to Christ, had
been honored of God, and was highest in power and glory among the inhabitants of
heaven. Lucifer, ‘son of the morning,’ was first of the covering cherubs, holy and
undefiled. [Isaiah 14:12.] He it was who by transgression became Satan, ‘the adversary’
of God and holy beings, and the destroyer of those whom heaven had committed to his
guidance and guardianship.” (Ellen G. White, Lt 256 1906, to Ministering brethren in
Australia, August 1t 1906)

<>

“None are too high to fall. Sin originated with Satan, who was next to Christ. Lucifer
became the destroyer of those whom heaven had committed to his guardianship. Satan
has achurchin ourworld today. In his church are allthe disaffected ones and the disloyal.
All who harbor pride, ambition, vain-glory, or selfishness, will be found wanting when
weighed in the balance of the Lord. We cannot of ourselves perfect a true moral
character, but we can accept the righteousness of Christ. ‘He that saith he abideth in Him
ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked.” (Ellen G. White, Australasian
Conference Union Record, October 1st 1906)

<>



“The Sovereign of the universe was not alone in His work of beneficence. He had an
associate—a co-worker who could appreciate His purposes, and could share His joy in
giving happiness to created beings. ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God.’ [John 1:1, 2.]
Christ, the Word, the only begotten of God, was one with the eternal Father—one in
nature, in character, in purpose, the only being that could enter into all the counsels
and purposes of God.” (Ellen G. White, Lt256 1906, to Ministering Brethren in Australia,
August 1st 1906)

<>

“To those to whom this message shall come, | give the warning, Watch unto prayer. Make
diligent work for eternity. God’s commandments have been cast aside, and some men
have been long under the specious influence of the science that was used to mislead the
angels. He who presented this science was the most exalted of all the angels, the one
who occupied a position next to Christ. Through his specious reasoning, many of the
angels were seduced.” (Ellen G. White, Ms167 1907)

<>

“We are to be partakers of knowledge. As | have seen pictures representing Satan coming
to Christin the wilderness of temptation in the form of a hideous monster, | have thought,
How little such ones know of the Bible. Before his fall, Satan was next to Christ, the
highest angel in heaven. How foolish then to suppose that he approached Christ in the
wilderness in any such form as is given him in the illustration “The Game of Life.” Some
here have seen that picture. After the Saviour had fasted forty days and forty nights, “He
was afterward an hungered.” Then it was that Satan appeared to Him. He came as a
beautiful angel from heaven, claiming that he had a commission from God to declare the
Saviour’s fast at an end. “If Thou be the Son of God,” he said to Christ, “command that
these stones be made bread.” Butin Satan’s insinuation of distrust, Christ recognized the
enemy whose power He had come to the earth to resist. He would not accept the
challenge, nor be moved by the temptation. He stood firmly to the affirmative, “Man shall
not live by bread alone,” He said, “but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God.” [Matthew 4:2-4.]” (Ellen G. White, Ms 99a 1908)

<>

“Satan is the leader of every species of rebellion today as he was the originator of
rebellion in the courts of heaven. Standing next to Christin power and honor, yet he
coveted the glory that belonged to the Son. He desired to be equal with God. To carry out
his purpose, he concealed his true designs from the angels and worked deceptively to
secure their allegiance and honor to himself. By sly insinuations, by which he made it
appear that Christ had assumed the place that belonged to himself, Lucifer sowed the
seeds of doubt in the minds of many of the angels; and when he had won their support,
he carried the matter before God, declaring that it was the sentiment of many of the
heavenly beings that he should have the preference to Christ.” (Ellen G. White, Ms 81
1908)



<>

“Satan is the leader of every species of rebellion today, as he was the originator of
rebellion in the courts of heaven. Standing next to Christin power and honor, yet he
coveted glory that belonged to the Son. He desired to be equal with God. To carry out his
purpose he concealed his true designs from the angels, and worked deceptively to secure
their allegiance and honor to himself. By sly insinuations, by which he made it appear that
Christ had assumed the place that belonged to himself, Lucifer sowed the seeds of doubt
in the minds of many of the angels; and when he had won their support, he carried the
matter before God, declaring that it was the sentiment of many of the heavenly beings
that he should have the preference to Christ.” (Ellen G. White, Educational Messenger
September 11th 1908)

<>

“But Lucifer, the most glorious angel next to Christ, thought himself equal with God and
made the effort, because of his beauty and glory, that he should be next to God, and
then he could work out God’s plans. Thus Lucifer claimed the position next to the Creator.
But Christ was the only begotten Son of God. Lucifer made war in heaven and would not
take the position God assigned him, therefore he fell from his high estate and has beenin
the world, a warring element against God’s plans, and has had great power to allure and
deceive souls to ruin them. There have been two parties in the world, the true and the
false.” (Ellen G. White, Lt 189 1909, March 8" 1909)

<>

“We are to be partakers of knowledge. As | have seen pictures representing Satan coming
to Christin the wilderness of temptation in the form of a hideous monster, | have thought,
How little the artists knew of the Bible! Before his fall, Satan was, next to Christ, the
highest angel in heaven. How foolish, then, to suppose that he approached Christ in the
wilderness in any such form as is given him in the illustration “The Game of Life.” Some
here have seen that picture. After the Saviour had fasted forty days and forty nights, “he
was afterward an hungered.” Then it was that Satan appeared to him. He came as a
beautiful angel from heaven, claiming that he had a commission from God to declare the
Saviour’s fast at an end. “If thou be the Son of God,” he said, “command that these stones
be made bread.” But in Satan’s insinuation of distrust, Christ recognized the enemy
whose power he had come to the earth to resist. He would not accept the challenge, nor
be moved by the temptation. He stood firmly to the affirmative. “Man shall not live by
bread alone,” he said, “but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.””
(Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, January 14th 1909)

<>

“Satan is the leader of every species of rebellion today, as he was the originator of
rebellion in the courts of heaven. Standing next to Christin power and glory, yet he
coveted the honorthat belonged to the Son. He desired to be equal with God. To carry out
his purpose, he concealed his true designs from the angels, and worked deceptively to



secure their allegiance and honor to himself. By sly insinuations, by which he made it
appear that Christ had assumed the place that belonged to him, Lucifer sowed the seeds
of doubt in the minds of many of the angels; and when he had won their support, he
carried the matter to God, declaring that it was the sentiment of many of the heavenly
beings that he should have the preference to Christ.” (Ellen G. White, Review and Herald,
February 4th 1909)

<>

“When the rebellion took place in heaven, it was led by the angel that was next to
Christ because he could not have the position of Christ. He desired to be first, and
therefore there was created a rebellion by that beautiful angel that had everything,
apparently, that could be desired. There was a desire in him to be first, and he therefore
applied himselfto this angel and that angel and the other angel to get them to understand
that that first position was his, that he should be where Christ was; and this work which
he began went on and on, while angels that were loyal tried to quell it, but it seemed like
an impossibility; and it extended more and more, and the enemy gained more and more
victories until the battle came. He would not yield, and those that were with him would
notyield, and therefore there was war in heaven. You will read of how that angel thought
he ought to have thefirst place, and other angels told him he should have it, just as though
the Lord did not know what should be. And a good many of us think that we know better
than the Lord does.” (Ellen G. White, Ms 80 1910)

<>

“Satan, who was once a beautiful angel in the heavenly courts, became a fallen angel
because he did not want to occupy a secondary place, but to be next to God. He
would have the Lord Jesus become second to him, for his own glory was very precious in
his own sight. He was jealous of Christ, the Saviour. Study the Word of God, and see what
this jealousy led to in the end. There is nothing to be gained by jealousies. Although in the
beginning Satan was an exalted angel of great glory in the heavenly courts, that glory
became extinguished through his craving to be the highest one next to God.” (Ellen G.
White, Ms 74 1910)

<>

“Now | have not been able to sleep after twelve o’clock for two nights because the case
of Elder Cottrell has been presented to me. The Lord will use Elder Cottrell if he will give
up the idea that plans he may suggest are infallible, never to be revoked. This
understanding is an erroneous idea. God does not endorse it. This is the position that
Lucifer took. He was next to Christin the heavenly courts, but decided that he was
entitled to a higher position. Read and understand Ezekiel 28:11-18.” (Ellen G. White,
Lt156 1910, to H. W. Cottrell)

<>



“My Brother Cottrell, | have a message for you that you are in the uttermost danger. Your
position is a false one that cannot be sustained. In our early connection with this work,
we went through all this experience of men claiming infallibility. We had for years to meet
this and were always carried back to the experience of the first departure from truth in
the history of the fall of Lucifer from heaven. He occupied a special, exalted position in
the heavenly courts. He must have no one higher than himself. He must be next to God
in efficiency. But Christ was above him, and he claimed he must be above Christ.
Christ was the only begotten Son of God, united with God.” (Ellen G. White, Lt 157 1910,
to H. W. Cottrell)

<>

“Two great powers are now on the field of battle. Satan, who at one time stood next to
Christ in the courts of heaven, has become the adversary of man. Before the fall of
Lucifer, he aspired for the supremacy that had been given to Christ, who was one with the
Father in the government of heaven. There was war in heaven, and Satan and all the
rebellious angels he had deceived were overcome. Those who had opposed the will of
God in appointing Christ as the chief ruler were cast out of the heavenly courts, and since
that time they have been warring against the Most High.” (Ellen G. White, Lt 24 1910, to S.
H. Ford, March 17" 1910)

<>

“Satan, who was once a beautiful angel in the heavenly courts, became a fallen angel
because he did not want to occupy a secondary place, but to be next to God. He would
have the Lord Jesus become second to him, for his own glory was very precious in his own
sight. He was jealous of Christ, the Saviour. Study the Word of God, and see what this
jealousy led to in the end. There is nothing to be gained by jealousies. Although in the
beginning Satan was an exalted angel of great glory in the heavenly courts, that glory
became extinguished through his craving to be the highest one next to God.” (Ellen G.
White, Ms74 1910)

<>

“But we have got a work to perform right here in this world. Men that are grown, men that
have had an experience, we want to seek the Lord in these meetings. We want the shout
of victory to go up from this place. We want to humble our hearts before God, and we
want to be reconverted, because the enemy and the powers of darkness are striving
against us. Lucifer, who was next to Christ, because he could not have Christ’s place, is
working the very best he can to deceive and to lead souls to destruction.” (Ellen G. White,
Ms 86 1910)

<>

“Lucifer was the most beautiful angel in the heavenly courts next to Jesus Christ, but
Christ was one with God, assimilated to the image of God to do the will of God. Satan,
knowing that Christ had the first place next to God, began to insinuate to the angels



that he should be next to God. His great beauty and exalted position made him feel that
he was notreceiving due honorin being second to Christ. Therefore he would suggest this
to the angels, and this suggestion [began] to be communicated to the heavenly angels,
and finally [it was] brought before God that Lucifer was the one who should be next to
God. Thus the seed was sown and the result was that angels sympathized with Lucifer;
next, there was war in heaven. Lucifer’s beautiful appearance was constantly exalted and
the Lord God of heaven [saw] that Lucifer and his party were very strong against Christ.”
(Ellen G. White, Ms 90 1910)

<>

“We want your faith to grasp the living promise. We want your faith to walk out so that it
will be demonstrated to believers and unbelievers that your life is hid with Christin God.
Shall it be so? Will you grieve the Saviour that left the royal courts? What did He do it for?
Well, Lucifer, he was striving; he had glory in the heavenly courts, but he was striving
for Christ’s place next to God. Next he wanted to be God, but he could not obtain that.”
(Ellen G. White, Ms86 1910)

<>

“Before the entrance of evil there was peace and joy throughout the universe. All was in
perfect harmony with the Creator’s will. Love for God was supreme, love for one another
impartial. Christ the Word, the Only Begotten of God, was one with the eternal
Father,—one in nature, in character, and in purpose,—the only beingin all the
universe that could enter into all the counsels and purposes of God....But there was
one that chose to pervert this freedom. Sin originated with him who, next to Christ, had
been most honored of God and who stood highest in power and glory among the
inhabitants of heaven. Before his fall, Lucifer was first of the covering cherubs, holy and
undefiled.” (Ellen G. White, Great Controversy, page 493, 1911)



