Thoughts and observations regarding the Holy Spirit
By Terry Hill

In a group on Facebook, of which | am a member, the personality of the Holy Spirit often
comes up for discussion. Some believe this to be another divine being such as are both God
and Christ, while others hold different views.

Two days ago | contributed to these discussions. | did not believe that what | had written
would resolve the problem, but | did hope it would help people as they reasoned things
through for themselves. | did make reference to the writings of Ellen White, but | did not
actually quote what she wrote. This was because almost all in the group were conversant
with it, and it would have made the post quite big. For those who would like to read what she
wrote, | have put links at the end of this article that reveal it.

My post to the group was reasonably short and easy to read. Here is what | wrote. | hope it
may be of interest and of help to you.

[quote]
Regarding the Holy Spirit

| believe it is quite apparent that a great deal of the discussion in this group about the
Holy Spirit revolves around the writings of Ellen White. This is particularly so where she
wrote that the Holy Spirit is a person (or personality). What we seem to be doing is to
endeavour to understand what she meant by these terminologies (if itis possible).

| don’t believe that what | am about to say is going resolve the problem, but | would
welcome your thoughts. First though the scriptures.

Jesus said that He would be returning as our Comforter (John 14:18). He also said (if |
am understanding this correctly), that this would bring to us both the Father and the
Son (John 14:23, see also Romans 8:9). It also appears, at least it does to me, that in
the Old Testament (meaning before Christ became incarnate), the Holy Spirit was the
Spirit of Christ. | drew this conclusion from comparing 1 Peter 1:11 and 2 Peter 1:21.

| believe also that prior to Christ becoming incarnate, even though God knew what we
were experiencing in our fight against sin, He could only sympathise with us. Now
though, because He has experienced it for Himself in Christ (Hebrews 2:16-18,
4:15:16), He can have empathy with us (and not just sympathy). This is why He is our
Comforter. He can now say to us “l know what you are going through. | have experienced
it for myself. | have been there”. This is why He has compassion for us. This is also why
Christ can be our faithful Judge (John 5:26). He knows for Himself what we are
experiencing. Only He can judge rightly. In other words, because of the incarnation of
Christ, the Holy Spirit now incorporates the experiences of Christ when He was here on
earth. Others may have different ideas than | have just expressed. It would be
interesting to hear them.

Returning our thoughts to the personality of the Holy Spirit.
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If the Holy Spirit is the spirit of both God and Christ (John 14:23, Romans 8:9), |
personally cannot see how this can be another person (individual) such as are God and
Christ are individual persons. That to me would not seem logical, yet Ellen White does
say that this is a person (a personality). So where do we go from here?

| believe it very important to take on board a number of very important factors. The first
is that Ellen White, on literally 100’s of occasions AFTER she said that the Holy Spirit is
a person, continued to refer to the Holy Spirit as an ‘it’ — which is what she had been
doing for 50 years previously. Never though did she refer to God or Christ as an ‘it’.

Come to think of it, why should anyone refer to someone such as God and Christ as an
‘it’?

The second thing to take on board is that Ellen White says we cannot understand the
nature of the Holy Spirit. Why? Because, so she says, God has never revealed it.

Another very important factor to put into the mix is that on multiple occasions, Ellen
White said that in the courts of Heaven, even before the incarnation, it was Satan
(Lucifer) who was next to Christ in honour, glory, majesty, power and authority etc., —
and not the Holy Spirit. She said that next to Christ, Lucifer, was the most honoured
being in Heaven. She also said that Christ was the only being who was allowed into the
councils of God. So where is the Holy Spirit? Why was He (it) not next to Christin honour
and authority etc? A few weeks ago, | published an article showing what Ellen White
wrote in this respect. Here it is

https://theprophetstillspeaks.co.uk/Articles_pdf/Where_is_the_Holy_Spirit.pdf

Some may try to explain this by saying that the Holy Spirit was not visible (after all, we
cannotunderstand its nature), but this stillwould not answer why He (or it) was not next
Christ in authority etc. This is especially as she refers to the Holy Spirit as the third
person of the Godhead. One would think that if the Holy Spirit was another individual
person such as God the Father and Christ are individual persons, that at the very least
He would be next in authority to Christ.

On top of all that, | believe we would all agree that the scriptures say things about the
Holy Spirit that could never be attributed to an individual person as we would normally
conceive a personto be. This is like Jesus breathing on His disciples and saying to them
“receive ye the Holy Ghost” (John 20:22). How is it possible to breath a person like God
and Christ on someone? | cannot see how that would work.

Never do we see Jesus talking to or praying to the Holy Spirit — only to His Father. It must
also be taken on board that never did Jesus say we needed to know the Holy Spirit. Only
that it was necessary for us to know Himself and God (John 17:3). Nothing is said either
about the Father or the Son loving the Holy Spirit, only that they, the Father and the Son,
love each other (John 3:35. John 5:20). The Holy Spirit is also said to dwell in every
believer (1 Corinthians 6:19), and never is the Holy Spirit seen standing beside the
Father or seated on a throne like the Father and the Son (Matthew 19:28, 25:31, Acts
2:30, Hebrews 1:8, 12:28, Revelation 3:21) — and so the list goes on.


https://theprophetstillspeaks.co.uk/Articles_pdf/Where_is_the_Holy_Spirit.pdf

On the other hand, seeing that Ellen White did say we cannot understand the nature of
the Holy Spirit, this must mean that the Holy Spirit does have some sort of a nature, so
itis only reasonable to assume that it must have some sort of a being. If it did not have
a nature (a being), it would be a nothingness. It must be something, even if we cannot
understand what that something is.

So what we have here is a Holy Spirit that (a) is said to be both a ‘person’ and an ‘it’, (b)
has a nature we cannot understand, (c) in some mysterious way brings to us the
presence of both God and Christ, (d) is NOT next to Christin the courts of Heaven, even
though it is said to be the third person of the Godhead, and (e) is not spoken of as an
individual person like God and Christ.

As | said, | do not expect the above to resolve the issue, but it seems to me that these
are some of the facts that need to be considered. Perhaps others can add to them, or
perhaps even explain them.
Taking all of the above into consideration, | certainly could not draw the conclusion that
the Holy Spirit is another divine being such as God and Christ are individual divine
beings. Thatis as far as | can go. Any thoughts anyone? | would be interested.
[end of quote]

Here are the links | referred to in the intro

The Holy Spirit —the Comforter A compilation of statements from the spirit of prophecy

https://www.theprophetstillspeaks.co.uk/Articles_pdf/EGW_compilation_Holy_ Spirit.
pdf

A compilation of statements from the spirit of prophecy that refer to the Holy Spirit as
‘it’

https://www.theprophetstillspeaks.co.uk/Articles_pdf/EGW_HolySpirit_it.pdf
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