
An Impenetrable Mystery 
 

“Letters have been coming in to me, affirming that Christ could not have had the same 
nature as man, for if he had, he would have fallen under similar temptations. If he did 
not have man's nature, he could not be our example. If he was not a partaker of our 
nature, he could not have been tempted as man has been. If it were not possible for 
him to yield to temptation, he could not be our helper.” (Ellen G. White, Review & 
Herald 18th February 1890, ‘How to meet a controverted point of doctrine’) 
 
“The temptations to which Christ was subjected were a terrible reality. As a free agent 
He was placed on probation, with liberty to yield to Satan's temptations and work at 
cross-purposes with God. If this were not so, if it had not been possible for Him to fall, 
He could not have been tempted in all points as the human family is tempted.” (Ellen 
G. White, Youth’s Instructor, 26th October 1899, ‘Against principalities and powers’) 

 
As we know as Christians, the fact that God gave His Son as a sacrifice to pay for our sins, also 
so that He could provide a way of salvation for all of us, does reveal the unfathomable depth of 
His love for fallen humanity. Have we ever considered though that things may have turned out 
differently? In 2008, Roy Adams, as Associate Editor of the Adventist Review, penned this thought 
for his readers to consider. I am sharing it with you so that you too may consider it. 
 

“To say there was no risk in the Incarnation is to argue the biblically untenable 
position that it was impossible for Jesus to sin. If that were the case, then we’d be 
into divine playacting of the most cynical kind. And Jesus’ 40-day fast in the desert, 
His all-night prayer vigils, and His agony in Gethsemane would all amount to a cruel 
farce.” (Roy Adams, Adventist Review, April 17th 2008, ‘An Impenetrable Mystery’) 

 
This is very true because the Bible does say that in becoming flesh, the divine Son of God was 
made like us with the possibility of sinning (see Hebrews 2:16:18, 4:14-16).  
 
After saying that the life of Jesus on earth could have turned out differently, Roy Adams added 
 

“Reality is not all cut and dried. And if Jesus was at all an example for us, He had to have 
come with the same freedom we all have as humans to choose God’s will or to reject it.” 
(Ibid) 

 
This is also very true. His conclusion was 
 

“To say there was no risk would be to say that Jesus could not sin just because God knew 
that He would not.” (Ibid) 

 
Once again this is so very true. So if Christ had sinned, what would have happened? 
 
The simple answer is that we would have had no Saviour, and the divine Son of God would have 
lost His eternal existence. This was the risk, when the decision was made for the divine Son of 
God to become incarnate (made flesh), that was taken. Should not this realisation enhance our 
appreciation of the depth of God’s love for each one of us – realising that to save us He was willing 
to lose His Son forever? I believe the answer to that question is a resounding ‘yes’.  How can it be 
any other? 
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For those who would like to read what Ellen White wrote about this not very often thought about 
possibility, they can do so at the following link. It really does make us more appreciative of the 
gospel. 
 

Ellen White's comments on the incarnation of Christ and the risk taken concerning His 
existence. 
 
https://www.theprophetstillspeaks.co.uk/Articles_pdf/MHDOJRF.pdf 

 
Read and be blessed. 
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